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THE FolSe& 


THE FolSE or Fesiic stHect. ADUIL EDUCATION 
THE FeliS& Vol. Il, No. 3, November 1961 


Dear Colleague: 


During November, key members of President Kennedy's Administration will take to the 
open road and conduct meetings in a number of cities on the major domestic programs of the 
Administration. While the President has said that the meetings are to be "non-partisan," their 
basic purpose is doubtless to produce increased public pressure on the Second Session of the 
Eighty-Seventh Congress for legislative programs which failed passage at the First Session. 








Secretary Abraham Ribicoff of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare will carry 
the ball on upcoming education measures. The Secretary will meet in small private seminars as 
well as in large public meetings. Efforts are being made in Washington to insure that, when- 


ever possible, representatives of publicly supported programs of adult education are included in 
the private invitation lists. 

















It is reasonable to assume that a majority of the readers of PULSE will not be invited to 
sit down to lunch with Secretary Ribicoff and tell him of the needs of /0 million adults who are 
over 25 years of age and without a high school education. However, most readers of PULSE 
will know someone who will be involved in the private meetings. Every effort should be made 
to get the word about the needs of America's undereducated citizens to anyone who is to attend 
a local meeting. The schedule of Secretary Ribicoff's visits is as follows: St. Louis, 
November 7; Chicago, November 8; Nashville, November 9; Houston, November 10; 
Cleveland, November 14; Detroit, November 15; Philadelphia, November 16; New York, 
November 17; Los Angeles, November 20; and San Francisco, November 21. 











At the NAPSAE Conference, a joint policy statement will be released on the role of the 
public schools in adult education. It has been developed cooperatively by the American Asso- 
ciation of School Administrators, the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, and NAPSAE. This is the first time a major policy position 
on adult education, as a service of the public schools, has been reached. The statement is now 
being printed in a handsome and distinguished format; announcement of its release will coincide 
with delivery to all school superintendents who are members of AAEA (with their own covering 
letter), to the Chief State School Officers, and to all Active Members of NAPSAE. The 
National Congress will simultaneously make a distribution of 1,000 copies. 








A high point of the NAPSAE Conference will be the decision on the part of the member- 
ship in its annual meeting as to whether NAPSAE should embark on a major legislative effort. 
Traditionally and historically, NAPSAE has stayed away from direct lobbying for federal legis- 
lation. At this Conference, however, the NAPSAE Legislative Committee will present to the 


membership a proposal to ask federal funds to help adults secure an elementary and secondary 
education. 


The NAPSAE Banquet this year will be held in the NEA Center, which houses the offices 
of NAPSAE. Since the number attending the banquet will! be too large to be accommodated in 
the dining room usually reserved for such functions, permission has been received to convert 
NEA's Crabtree Auditorium into a dining hall. This is the first time that this privilege has been 
granted to an educational group. The stage facilities will be used for the evening entertainment, 
to be presented by the students of the Americanization School in Washington. 











NOTE: The Americanization School in the nation's capital is a unique institution because, 
in addition to the students receiving formal Americanization training, embassy and international agency 
personnel who wish to learn English are also enrolled. 


NOTE AGAIN: To keep the international flavor of the annual Banquet going full tilt, even the 


waiters for the occasion will be drawn from the elite crew assembled to serve special embassy functions 
in Washington. 





AND NOTE ESPECIALLY: The price for all this and a big, prime roast beef dinner, $4.50 





Since this is the first year that NAPSAE has met in the headquarters city of the national office, 
the NEA #s going all out to honor the occasion. As a special tribute to Conference visitors, the 
lobby exhibit for the month of November will be devoted to a picture-story presentation of adult edu- 
cation as a service of the public schools. The exhibit, prepared by top professional artists and 
photographers, will also be seen by the more than 900 persons who come to the NEA building each 
month from every state in the union and many foreign countries. 





The mention of the National Education Television Center in the October issue of PULSE 
stirred considerable interest. Henry Alter, the director of the Center's Utilization Project, put in 
a call to Washi ngton to find out what we had said that was inviting so much comment. 





But the suggestion that members of NAPSAE send in ideas as to how adult education could be 
best represented at the New York World's Fair in 1964-65 fared less well. Nota single 
suggestion was received. Perhaps it was because the prize wasn't large enough.* So - let's try 
another contest: How would you like a free trip around the world via Pan-Am as a member of 
the Travel Tour of the NEA? Or, would you just as soon have a nationwide air tour culminating in 
a visit to the Fair? Perhaps you would settle simply for being flown from your home to New York 
to visit the Fair? All this, however, is not for suggesting how adult education should be represented 
at the Fair. Rather, these are the prizes to be awarded to the American educator who comes up with 
the best idea for an education symbol to be used at the World's Fair. 














The search for a symbol was announced by the NEA, which is cooperating with the sponsors 
of the Hall of Education in seeking a symbol to depict the theme for that feature of the Fair. Any 
educator (except NEA officers and staff members) may enter the competition. 





Entries must include a typewritten description of the symbol and a rough sketch of it, and must 
be Timited to one side of a sheet of paper 8-1/2 x 11 inches. Entries will be judged by the ideas 
they contain, not by the artistic quality of the sketch. They should include the name, address, 
educational position of the entrant, and be sent to the Hall of Education, Symbol Search, International 
Fair Consultants, 10 Columbus Circle, New York 19. They must be received on or before next 
February 28. We hope you enter and win. 





As announced in the September issue of PULSE, NAPSAE's new program of public school adult 
education development began when grants were made to 5 cities, thus enabling them to extend their 
part-time adult education directors' jobs to full-time. These school districts will demonstrate the 
kinds of program opportunities available to communities with enough professional staff time. 





The program is built on a broad philosophy of adult education which includes all activities 
designed to raise the general educational level of its citizens and increase effective public under- 
standing. 





* Nothin' 


The communities selected for these one-year grants vary in population from 8500 to half a 
million, Here are the choices: Warren, Rhode Island (8500) -- Donat Brochu, director; 
Herkimer, New York (10,000) -- Edwin Komendarek, director; East Aurora, Illinois (35,000) -- 
Gordon Simonsen, director; Baltimore County, Maryland (500,000) -- Clarence Leisinger, 
supervisor. In Baltimore County, whose general supervisor of adult education is Thomas Greene, 
it was decidedto employ additional part-time staff rather than extend the time of the present director. 





One of the outcomes of this project will be a'case book." It will contain program suggestions 
developed by these communities for the use of other directors throughout the country in extending 
their own programs of liberal and public affairs adult education. 





Additional grants to local communities will be made for two more school years. Further 
information about grants may be secured from the NAPSAE office. 





NAMES IN THE NEWS: Who is the oldest adult education student in the United States? To start 
off the bidding, Hillsdale, New Jersey, tells us about Olaf Olsen, who will be 91 years old in 
January. He has enrolled in the Spanish III class at the Pascack Valley Regional High School.... 

In Louisiana, Earl Lee Hammett has been added as a state supervisor of adult education. He joins 

the staff of C.C. Couvillion (yes, and overworked adult education secretaries all over the country 

will be glad to know that a full-time stenographer was also added to the staff at the same time).... 
Governor George D. Clyde of Utah has appointed an advisory committee to help the State Board of 
Education set up an adult education program designed to "strengthen America through public education." 
Using "goals for Americans" as a theme, state-wide plans are being developed for state and local 
action.... Cyril Houle, professor of education at the University of Chicago, was the American delegate 
to the first meeting of the International Committee for the Advancement of Adult Education held at 
UNESCO in Paris.... Dean Brundage in Arlington, Virginia has an unusual dual assignment. He 

is director of the adult education program for the Arlington public schools; his other role is director 

of the Northern Virginia Center of the University of Virginia. Approximately 3,000 adults are 

enrolled in each program and Dean says that it's a very convenient arrangement - especially when he 
needs to consult with the director of the university's program, or vice versa.... Richard Cortright has 
resigned as director of the Literacy Center at Baylor University to be educational director of the 

Literacy Project, with headquarters in Washington, D.C.... Douglas Kelley is the new director of | 
the Baylor program.... Glen G. Rohleder, director of adult education for the Mansfield public schools »* 


in Mansfield, Ohio, is retiring this year after 48 years of service in public education. His successor 
has not yet been appointed. 


























This "name in the news" deserves a paragraph of its own. Whenever and wherever NAPSAE 
officers or members of the staff travel about, they are invariably greeted with the question, "How's 
Manfred?" The question, of course, refers to Manfred Evans, NAPSAE's first president and retired 
assistant superintendent of the adult education branch of the Los Angeles public schools. So as 
to have an adequate answer to the question, we wrote to Manfred and asked him. He replied that 
his health was not of the best, but "as long as | listen to the news, baseball and football, or even 
play a mean game of bridge, I'm O.K. When | forget my special diet or possibly overdo a bit, | get 
a lesson in behavior." Manfred goes on to say, "| am very proud of NAPSAE and its accomplishments. 
Someday | want to write a few paragraphs on the beginnings of NAPSAE and send it to you to publish 
or put in the circular file as you choose." Being Manfred, he naturally added the last clause, but 
those of us who know him want to promise him that those "few" paragraphs will be eagerly awaited 
and proudly reported to all NAPSAE members. As a final note, Manfred enclosed two memberships 
with his letter - one for himself and one for his son, a newly licensed attorney who teaches English 
to the foreign-born two nights a week in Richmond, California. 





a 











A packet of adult education promotion materials has been sent to every member as one of 
the services of the NAPSAE public information project. Most of these items are undated -- this 
means they can be used to promote adult education programs throughout the year, not just during 
AEW. This is the first time that a NAPSAE AEW packet has provided a television slide for use 
by local stations. Local directors will find this slide and the other promotion materials useful 
now and when the time comes to publicize January enrollment dates. 





James B. Conant, in his new book, Slums and Suburbs (McGraw-Hill, $3.95), comments 
on the importance of inducing parents, particularly those in depressed areas, to adopt a positive 
attitude toward the schools. How todo this? He goes onto say: "It may be that only by a greatly 
increased expenditure of funds on adult education can the present blocks to children's educational 
progress be removed in the most depressed areas of the large cities. Trials of new procedures and 
imaginative approaches to a complex social and educational problem are certainly in order." 








"How Adults Can Learn More - Faster,"" new NAPSAE publication for adult students, will 
be off the presses around November 1. More than five hundred advance orders have been received 
for this handbook. Adult education experts who have read the manuscript predict it will fill a real 
need. Individual copies, 50¢; 2-9 copies, 10% discount; 10 or more copies, 20% discount. 
Order from the National Association of Public School Adult Educators, 1201 Sixteenth St. N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. 





The long-awaited study committee on vocational education has at last been announced by 
President Kennedy. Adult educators on the committee are Francis A. Gregory, assistant 
superintendent of industrial and adult education for the Washington, D.C., public schools; and Paul 
Sheats, dean of extension at the University of California. Benjamin C. Willis, superintendent of 
schools in Chicago, is chairman of the committee. 








Cordially, 

[Co A. Luke 
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